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A most recent discovery 
about the campus-wide wa-
ter project has caused riots to 
break out amongst students 
and faculty alike. It has been 
revealed that the real purpose 
of the water project is to dis-
cover a way to contaminate 
the water at Dordt in order to 
transform any non-Dutch or 
“half bloods” into full Dutch.
“We want to keep the 
blood-line pure, and we knew 
the best way to do that would 
be to get the truly Dutch stu-
dents involved,” said director 
of the water project, Professor 
Vanvan Voldemort.”
Vanvan Voldemort has di-
vided the water project groups 
into full Dutch, half Dutch, 
hardly Dutch, and non-Dutch 
(mud bloods). He says that by 
getting all of the full Dutch 
students into one, secluded 
group, he can eventually per-
suade them to believe that 
Dordt should be purely Dutch.
He knows that this pro-
cess could take years, but he 
Water Project genocide: making Dordt purely Dutch
believes that separating the 
groups will cause them to 
eventually turn against each 
other. 
At this point, most full 
Dutch students are strongly 
against the water project’s in-
tentions, but several have al-
ready made the switch. 
“I think this is so inhu-
mane,” said student Elise Van 
Very Dutch. “Most of my very 
best friends aren’t Dutch. I 
hate being forced into this wa-
ter project group to try to fig-
ure out how to contaminate the 
water. I have to do it, though, 
or else 20% of my class grade 
will go down.” 
Peter Van Malfoy, however, 
is fully on board with the wa-
ter project. “I’ve volunteered 
extra hours to help out the 
cause. I think it’s great that 
Dordt is going back to its orig-
inal roots. We need a reforma-
tion…a Dutch reformation.”
So far, the ideas for contam-
ination developed by the wa-
ter project have not yet been 
revealed. There are rumors, 
however, that a weak coffee 
is being concocted that will 
either turn the non-Dutch into 
Dutch or will get rid of them 
completely. 
“I have heard of no such 
rumor,” said Vanvan Volde-
mort. “Though that’s not a bad 
idea…” 
The faculty and staff at 
Dordt are divided half and half 
on the issue. All 20 professors 
involved in the water project, 
also known as Dutch Eaters, 
are working around the clock 
to insure that their students do 
their best to find a way to con-
taminate the water.
“Most of my students aren’t 
motivated to work on the water 
project,” said Professor Snap-
estra. “And it doesn’t help that 
half of them are half bloods 
or mud bloods who are happy 
with their historical heritage.” 
After all is said and done, 
the water project hopes to 
transform Dordt into an all 
Dutch campus.  
Lady Bonbons
Staff Writer
In a bizarre series of un-
foreseen events, Dordt’s pre-
vious president, Carl Zylstra, 
was elected president of the 
United States in the general 
election on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6. Because his election 
was a surprise, he nominated 
his vice president, Interim 
Dean of Campus Life Rob-
ert Taylor, during his speech 
Tuesday night.
As many Americans were 
unsatisfied with the selection 
of televised candidates, mil-
lions of Americans voted for 
Zylstra, who was previously 
not campaigning.  Authori-
ties are unsure how Ameri-
cans got word of Zylstra. 
Several news stations main-
tain that the entire election 
was rigged by Dordt profes-
sors, but so far the evidence 
for such a case remains in-
conclusive.
 “It just came out 
of nowhere,” said a tear-
ful Barack Obama Tuesday 
night.  “I thought Romney 
was a bit of a threat, but this 
guy? Who’s ever heard of 
“Dork” College?”
Voting tabulations have 
now suggested that Zylstra 
gained over 70% of Amer-
ica’s vote, more votes than 
any president has received 
in any election.  When asked 
about his election, Carl Zyls-
tra didn’t have a lot to tell us.
“I mean, it’s Dordt Col-
lege, then the world, I guess. 
When I left Dordt, I made up 
my mind that my best years 
were yet ahead of me,” said 
Zylstra. “I made a few calls, 
hung a few posters, that sort 
of thing. Being endorsed by 
Rebecca Black helped im-
mensely.”
In the Zircon’s own at-
tempts to get to the bottom of 
this election scandal, several 
reporters were sent to Re-
becca Black’s house to see 
what the young star had to 
say. When asked about Zyl-
stra’s election, she insisted 
that she’d “never heard of 
him,” and “please don’t walk 
on my grass.”
Additionally, the FBI, 
aided by Democrats and Re-
publicans alike, is currently 
researching Zylstra’s nomi-
nation in light of his prior 
unfamiliarity. Hundreds of 
men in dark suits have been 
seen probing the small com-
munity of Sioux Center, IA 
for details, and they insist 
that something is being done 
to obtain more information.
“Our undercover research 
has revealed that Sioux Cen-
ter may be hiding large and 
unwieldy secrets,” an un-
named agent said Thursday. 
“It is possible that as many 
as 1400 students in the com-
munity are aware of Zylstra 
and have been referring to 
him as ‘President’ for years. 
We expect an extremist cult 
situation, and are approach-
ing the situation cautiously.”
Although Zylstra’s popu-
larity may still be a mystery, 
his choice of running mate is 
not.  
“Robert Taylor has a great 
record collection, and he’s 
just a really great guy,” said 
Zylstra in his nomination 
speech. “It seemed like an 
obvious choice for me.” 
Vice President Robert 
Taylor was unable to com-
ment on the situation and 
has insisted that he is too ill 
to speak to the press at this 
point.  
Zylstra’s political platform 
is largely unknown, but he 
claims to be of the Kuyperian 
Party.  The party’s politi-
cal statement reads, “There 
is not a square inch in the 
whole domain of our human 
existence over which we, if 
elected, will not cry, ‘mine!’” 
  
Kitty in the Dumpster
Staff Writer
Zylstra to be President...of  The United States of Amurica 
Photo by Aanna Stadem
Freshmen hair keeps 
getting bigger. Should 
you be afraid?  Learn 
more on page 2. 
Who’s the new can-
didate for provost? 
Check him out on 
page 4. 
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Kitty in the Dumpster
Staff Writer 
Big hair, big scare: don’t let The Hair get you too!
You’ve seen it on cam-
pus. You’ve wondered at its 
origin. You may have even 
become unintentionally 
trapped within it if you’ve 
approached it. What is it? 
It is—The Hair, and it is 
growing by the day.
This season has brought 
in several new instances of 
With all the controversy 
surrounding the new Dordt 
sports logo, faculty and 
staff have been meeting 
around the clock in order 
to come up with a less of-
fensive and negative por-
trayal of Dordt sports. 
The new logo, currently 
a knight holding a sword 
in a downward stabbing 
motion, was immediately 
met with resistance when 
it was revealed almost two 
weeks ago. 
“I couldn’t believe 
Dordt would pick such 
an offensive logo,” said 
Sioux Center resident 
Nancy Kuiper-Visser. 
“The knight is a symbol of 
oppression. I mean, what’s 
next? A bulldog? Maybe a 
bull? I liked it better when 
New Logo Controversy has Dordt rethinking Knight
the “Dordt Defender” was 
shrouded in mystery. That 
way everyone could have 
their own interpretation of 
what a Defender is.”
Kuiper-Visser went on 
to describe her own per-
sonal Defender as “Six 
feet, five inches with 
long, wavy locks and abs 
that you could grind meat 
on. You know, like Fabio. 
Only more defendery.”
However, many disagree 
with the stance of Kuip-
er-Visser and think that a 
knight is the best way to 
describe Dordt’s attitude 
toward sports. 
“A knight is the best 
way to describe Dordt’s at-
titude toward sports,” said 
Dordt intern Michael Den 
VisVanVisViss. “After all, 
it’s the knight’s job to grab 
his sword and plunge it 
into the hearts of all who 
defy him. Then, when the 
Dragonborn
Staff Writer
The Hair, ranging from all 
colors and lengths.  Wom-
en on campus, primarily 
freshmen and sophomores, 
have taken The Hair to new 
levels, poofing and teas-
ing it to new heights and 
widths and shapes.
Walking across campus 
during a busy hour, stu-
dents may become fright-
ened and concerned about 
The Hair, but Campus 
Health Services assures 
students that it is safe.
“These girls who do the 
extreme poofing—they 
don’t mean any harm to 
anyone.  The Hair may 
look intimidating, but I as-
sure you, it is safe and ap-
proachable,” a nurse said 
Friday. “Unless you are al-
lergic to hairspray, I assure 














































And hairspray certainly 
has been an issue lately. 
The Sioux Center Walmart 
has recently seen a giant 
spike in hairspray sales 
since freshmen women 
have arrived in August. 
Regional Manager Holly 
Vandersma spoke of the 
difficulty of keeping hair-
spray on the shelf.
“It’s been unreal. Ev-
ery brand, size, and va-
riety of hairspray have 
been wiped out,” she said 
Friday. Vandersma’s hair 
was noticably flat the day 
of the interview. “We’ve 
hiked the price because 
of the high demand in an 
attempt to ward off some 
of the girls on days we re-
ceive our products. We just 
can’t handle all the traffic 
we’re getting.”
Several girls deny that 
their own hair has grown 
to outlandish proportions, 
but one freshman girl has 
come forward to discuss 
her previous obsession 
with The Hair. She pre-
ferred to remain nameless.
“It’s so hard to stop 
poofing once you start,” 
the woman confessed tear-
fully. “The bigger the hair, 
the more you have people 
looking at you. You just 
feel so popular. You just 
feel so cool. I didn’t real-
ize the harm in teasing it 
until my hair was falling 
out and my scalp became 
really scaly. My doctor had 
to cut me off of hairspray 
and teasing combs cold 
turkey. It was the hardest 
time of my life.”
Several large-haired 
women have been hold-
ing unofficial contests for 
hair size.  Oddly enough, 
it seems that these contests 
have been occurring ev-
eryday.
“It’s kind of like, a, like, 
uh… year long contest, I 
guess,” said freshman Sal-
ly Van Hurr on Saturday. 
“I mean, why wouldn’t it 
be? It’s not like we’d stop 
poofing if the contest was 
over.”
If you, your roommate, 
or someone you know 
has been struggling with 
over-poofing, call the 
“save the locks” hotline at 
1-800-HUR-SAFE.
sword drips with the blood 
of the knight’s enemies, 
their seed wiped from the 
face of the earth, and the 
knight’s mind is trapped 
in a dark and never-ending 
nightmare coma, all those 
who oppose him will be 
silenced for eternity, thus 
allowing the knight com-
plete and total control 
of the country side and 
all those who live with-
in. Sounds like a typical 
Dordt football game if you 
ask me.” 
The controversy has no 
end in sight. Angry mobs 
have begun forming out-
side the campus center 
at precisely 11:17 every 
Wednesday to protest the 
obscene and offensive 
new mascot by chanting, 
“No Knights; No Rights,” 
“New Logo is a No-Go,” 
and, “Seriously? You 
picked a Knight? Way to 
be original.” Their slogans 
have attracted major me-
dia networks such as ABC, 
NBC, and Comedy Cen-
tral’s The Colbert Report.
An unnamed source 
within the Dordt College 
faculty and staff has been 
quoted as saying, “It’s 
chaos in here. The logo 
is tearing at the very fab-
ric that is Dordt College. 
Half of the faculty oppos-
es the new logo while the 
other half have grabbed 
pitchforks and torches and 
vowed not to let anyone 
leave the premises without 
swearing allegiance to the 
new knight.”
It is unclear when the 
controversy will end. 
However, one thing is cer-
tain. No matter what hap-
pens in this life, someone 
will always be unhappy 
and find something wrong 
even when there is nothing 
wrong. 
Dordt Students! 
Join us for Electrifying Basketball 
at the 
Sioux County Power Slam 
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You’re flipping through 
the latest issue of The Zir-
con, thinking it’s another 
issue of The Diamond. 
You’re about three articles 
in when you think, “Ok, 
these Diamond writers are 
terrible reporters. I know 
for a FACT that the Water 
Project’s intention is not to 
turn everyone Dutch. Plus, 
my hair was a perfectly 
normal height as a fresh-
man.”
So you look back to 
the front page and see the 
words “The Zircon” right 
where it used to say “The 
Diamond.” 
“What does zircon 
mean?” you ask. 
Good question, my 
friend. Goooooood ques-
tion. 
According to Wikipedia, 
an increasingly reliable In-
ternet source, it all started 
back in 1899, when a Ger-
man (of course he would be 
German) mineralogist “dis-
covered naturally occur-
ring cubic zirconia in the 
form of microscopic grains 
included metamict zircon.” 
A couple chemical reac-
tions and a few decades lat-
er, we have cubic zirconia, 
the diamond’s cheaper twin 
and every nearly-engaged 
female’s worst nightmare. 
Now, if you have a brain 
at all, by now you have 
put two and two together 
to discover that the title 
The Zircon does not have 
anything to do with robots 
from a far off planet. In-
stead, The Zircon is a witty 
play on words that several 
past Diamond editors came 
up with for Dordt’s spoof 
newspaper, probably in or-
der to give themselves a 
break from writing the hard 
news and allow their cre-
ative juices to squirt. 
Lady Bonbons
Staff Writer
Dordt is making a new 
rule that students can no 
longer get engaged while 
enrolled in school. If they 
do get engaged, they will be 
kicked out.
“Our main goal in the cre-
ation of this rule is to bring 
down Dordt’s reputation for 
being the ‘hook-up’ school,” 
said Robert Taylor. 
The administration has 
been slowly working up to 
this point by putting smaller 
rules in place so students 
don’t notice the change.  
“It would suck; it’s the 
dumbest rule ever; hog-
wash!” said JT Geyser.  
The biggest change that 
has happened recently oc-
cured three years ago when 
they separated the dorms, no 
longer making them co-ed. 
Administration is making it 
known that this is the real 
reason that change occurred.  
“If students don’t abide by 
this rule, once it’s in effect, 
we will no longer have co-ed 
apartments,” said Bethany 
Schuttinga.  
They have been decreas-
ing the length of open hours 
year by year, so eventually 
they will be gone.  Guys and 
girls are also no longer al-
lowed in each other’s build-
ings for games and activities 
such as Humans vs. Zombies. 
“Before this rule comes 
into effect, I’m going to grab 
my man and get married,” 
said Charmian Tussenvoeg-
sel.
Schuttinga believes this 
rule is a good idea. She says 
that engaged students believe 
that they are on the top of the 
world because they’ve found 
their significant other, and 
therefore life seems great, so 
they no longer focus on their 
studies.   
“The girls spend all their 
time planning their wedding 
on Pinterest instead of doing 
homework for class,” said 
Schuttinga.  
Dordt cannot afford to let 
their appealing test scores 
and high rankings in maga-
zines slip away from them.  
There are those few people 
that would appreciate a rule 
like this, however.  
“I think it sounds like great 
rule; I hate engaged people!” 
said Gretel Graafschap.  
Engagements officially banned on Dordt’s campus
Claire Annette
Staff Writer




The unthinkable has hap-
pened, and all the movies and 
jokes couldn’t have prepared 
for it. The zombie apoca-
lypse has officially hit Dordt. 
In some crazy happening, 
what started out as a simple, 
fun game around campus 
turned out to be real, not just 
students waking up for their 
8:00 a.m. classes. 
There are a number of 
theories behind the epidemic. 
One is that former original 
zombie Micah Applegate is 
highly upset about his posi-
tion being taken by a number 
of different people this year. 
Another theory says that for-
mer President Carl Zylstra 
was forced out of his posi-
tion, and placed the infec-
tion, trying to pin it on cur-
rent President Erik Hoekstra. 
If this theory is true, it could 
have high problems for his 
campaign trail (see page 1). 
Of course, it’s never too far 
out of the picture to think 
that Northwestern decided to 
start this whole thing, forcing 
the campus to look like it’s 
filled with goons from Morn-
ingside. 
All main focuses on cam-
pus have now been directed 
at this problem. Mass meet-
ings of the remaining humans 
have been held in an effort to 
find the solution to a problem 
that so many people have al-
ready been trying to solve for 
a long time. While all the so-
lutions were theoretical, they 
were split up into groups to 
give presentations that were 
ridiculously graded by zom-
bie apocalypse survival 
teachers who actually had lit-
tle knowledge on the subject 
to begin with. 
Many people have been 
seen on campus carrying 
crossbows and other forms of 
weaponry that can be used to 
fight the zombies. 
“Something silent that 
pierces well is to your ben-
efit. Anything loud will just 
attract more to come your 
way,” said Brian Flapadula. 
“If you can have a ranged 
weapon, it’s always going to 
be to your advantage. And if 
The Walking Dead has taught 
us anything, aim for the head. 
Always.”
There’s no telling how 
bad this infection is going to 
spread, and there’s no telling 
if there’s any way to complet-
ley contain it to just Sioux 
Center. There are rumors of 
Hospers and Le Mars, as well 
as small sections of Orange 
City, having been affected as 
well, but there’s also talk that 
they could just be getting sick 
from northern Iowa’s water. 
More information will be 
provided in future editions. 
So now you know, unless 
you already knew or are a 
chemistry major and are 
wondering why this article 
is even in The Zircon, be-
cause “it’s so obvious and 
you have to be an idiot to 
not get it!” 
Well, if you didn’t un-
derstand right away that 
the fake issue of The Dia-
mond is called The Zircon 
because zircon is a mineral 
often used in its colorless 
form as a substitute for dia-
monds, that’s ok. You might 
be a blonde, but you’re 
definitely not stupid. The 
Zircon’s own editor (who 
may or may not be blonde) 
shamefully admits  that he 
or she made the mistake of 
believing The Zircon had 
something to do with aliens 
for the past two and a half 
years of his or her Dordt 
career. Oopsies. 
Photo by Aanna Stadem
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A new provost candidate reaches out to Dordt community  
Alien Underground
Staff Writer
Dordt isn’t exactly what 
you might call a “cultural 
wonderland.” But we do 
have our fair share of for-
eign flavor. Between the 
Korean foreign exchange 
program, a few pretty 
sweet South Americans, 
three or four awesome Af-
ricans, and the one Dutch 
guy that’s left, Dordt at 
least expands its cultural 
boundaries beyond those 
weird Californians that are 
always walking around. 
pletely fabricated poll that 
was completely made up 
for this article, almost half 
of Dordt students can trace 
some part of their ancestral 
lineage to the Great White 
North. So what do these 
students bring to Dordt 
from their rich cultural his-
tory? 
Obviously, colloquial 
interests would have to be 
different. With so many 
Canadians making fun of 
Americans, their interests 
would have to be much 
more cultured and refined 
than our American grub-
bery and sports-watching.
When asked what he en-
joys doing, Barry Vander 
Hoser said, “I love just 
watching sports, eating 
food, and hanging out with 
my friends.” Well, it’s nice 
that people would be friends 
with a Canadian, but that 
seems entirely American. 
Obviously, Barry was a sta-
tistical anomaly. 
Amy Lou Horton, a much 
more Canadiany Canadian, 
said that she particularly 
enjoys “drinking tea, read-
ing a good book, and doing 
crazy things with her girl-
friends.” Hmmmmmm. Well 
it seems as if our friends to 
the north don’t have much 
varying interests from our 
own. 
But even though Canadi-
an social interests may not 
vary much from American 
ones, growing up in Can-
ada-land must have been 
much different than grow-
ing up in America. For one, 
American’s get to see green 
at least a few months out of 
the year. 
Amy Lou’s brother, Tim, 
said that while growing up, 
he enjoyed “family vaca-
tions and playing Little 
League.” What the heck!? 
So does every American 
boy growing up. Amy Lou, 
on the other hand, found 
enjoyment in “Girl Scouts, 
volleyball, and hiking in 
the wilderness.” Well, apart 
from the fact that “wilder-
ness” means everything 
outside of your own house 
in Canada, that seems very 
much like what many Amer-
ican girls like growing up 
as well . . . interesting. 
However, if there is one 
aspect of Canadian culture 
that has to make Canadians 
But there seems to be one 
culture that the Dordt com-
munity always forgets; a 
culture that too often gets 
overlooked when one talks 
or writes about Dordt’s 
cultural richness. A culture 
steeped in the traditions of 
Tim Hortons, hockey, and 
politeness – the Canadians. 
Just because Dordt’s Ca-
nadian flag is no longer 
flying doesn’t mean that 
Canada doesn’t boast an 
impressive number of stu-
dents on Dordt’s campus. 
In fact, according to a com-
International (kind of) Introduction: They’re just like us, eh?
different than Americans, 
it’s the food. When asked 
about Canadian food, Bar-
ry said, “It kind of sucks. I 
mean, who really wants to 
put gravy on french fries? 
It makes them all soggy 
and nasty.” When asked 
her opinion, Amy Lou said, 
“And Tim Hortons. I mean, 
it’s better than most Ameri-
can coffee, but I think it’s 
kind of overrated.” 
Turns out that those guys 
to the north, the ones that 
make fun of Americans 
every chance they get, are 
just like us! With this new 
information, there is only 
one thing to do. America 
needs to take a nice three-
day weekend, take over 
Canada, make it the 51st 
state, and rename it North 
Minnesota. That way, all 
the Canadian students au-
tomatically become Ameri-
can citizens and can vote 
in the next election. Plus, 
they get to become part of 
the American culture they 




As I am sure you all know, 
Dordt College is on the look-
out for a new provost, and as 
I’m sure none of you know, a 
new candidate has just been 
added to the list of those run-
ning to fill the position.
The new candidate, how-
ever, was an interesting 
choice for the role of pro-
vost. In an interview with 
a member of the provost 
search committee, Meggie 
Folchart, I uncovered the 
reason for the addition of the 
new candidate.
“We were looking for 
someone who had a solid 
foundation in Dordt’s cam-
pus, and was willing to put 
their best foot forward in 
their role as provost,” said 
Folchart. “We decided that 
someone who would always 
be reaching out into the com-
munity with an open hand to 
its students would be best.”
This was the basis for the 
decision to add The Gift as 
the new provost candidate. I 
wanted to get an inside look 
at the candidate himself, so 
I decided to meet him for an 
interview.
Me: So, Mr. Gift –
Gift: Please, call me by 
my real name. It’s Bernerd 
Rockwell.
Me: Alright then, Mr. 
Rockwell, why did you de-
cide to run for provost?
Rockwell: I just feel like 
reaching out to the commu-
nity is what I’ve been cre-
ated to do. Plus, I’m pretty 
sure I know the face of ev-
ery student who has ever had 
classes here!
Me: ...right. So tell me, 
what’s your biggest plan if 
you become provost?
Rockwell: Well, you 
know how much Dordt loves 
their travel abroad pro-
grams? I thought I’d take 
them one step further.
Me: How so?
Rockwell: Two words: 
The moon. We need to spread 
community and worldview 
everywhere right? Well, God 
created the moon too; how 
can we be so selfish as to 
keep our worldview to just 
this planet?
Me: Fair enough. What’s 
your best memory of the 
campus you’re hoping to 
serve? 
Rockwell: When I heard 
rumors of a clock tower be-
ing built, I almost couldn’t 
believe it. Finally, I would 
be joined by someone who 
could stand tall and hold the 
same far-reaching vision as 
me!
Me: And your worst 
memory?
Rockwell: It was a cold 
enough night that I felt like 
I was going to fall to pieces. 
And then…there were cotton 
balls…everywhere.
Me: I had heard you loved 
pranks…speaking of rumors, 
is it true your place here in 
front of the Academic Build-
ing might be given to some-
one else?
Rockwell: Yes, the cam-
pus cat told me the same, 
and he seemed very smug 
about it. I just told him that 
if the rumor here was true, 
it was only because I was 
being moved to my rightful 
place beside the clock tower. 
I hear they have a pedestal 
built there already.
Me: That’s the reason for 
the stump – I mean pedestal, 
next to the clock tower?
Rockwell: Indeed. You 
didn’t think they would build 
an entire brick pillar just to 
hang that shiny crest on do 
you?
Me: I couldn’t say…so 
where’s your favorite place 
to go in Sioux Center on a 
Friday night?
Rockwell: I don’t get 
around much…
Me: Of course, my bad. 
Final question…much of the 
campus is dying to know…
what’s with the metal rings 
and blue ceramics by your 
feet?
Rockwell: The what?!
So there you have it! I’d 
say that any candidate will-
ing to add lunar soil to the 
definition of “every square 
inch” and go where no pro-
vost has gone before is a 
rock solid competitor in this 
highly anticipated race for 
the highly esteemed position 
of provost here at Dordt Col-
lege. 
Photo by Aanna Stadem





It’s that time of year again: the 
point in the semester where the 
stress you’ve been dreading since 
you anxiously thumbed through 
the 8-page syllabuses you received 
on August 28 is now visible in the 
wrinkles on your brow line. It’s 
clear that deadlines are rapidly 
approaching as professors begin 
discussing exam schedules and 
399 groups are going out, as good 
disciples do, to the other groups, 
sharing the good news they’ve 
concluded in their mentor classes.
No shave November has ar-
rived and beards are running 
rampant around campus on ev-
ery male. That is, except for guys 
like me: guys who are rapidly 
approaching what is easily the 
most important deadline of our 
college careers—graduation day, 
but more importantly, Senior 
Scramble. That’s right, men of 
fine stature, great humor, and un-
deniably defined jaw lines (much 
like myself) cannot partake in the 
most enjoyable festivity the month 
of November has to offer, but not 
because our hormones make it 
physically impossible, like the 
freshman. Rather, it is because the 
women we seek to wed cannot see 
our fine statute, great humor, and 
undeniably defined jaw line be-
hind our luscious mustaches and 
beards. 
Three years ago I began the 
search for “the chosen one.” While 
I thought it would be easy with 
the northwest Iowa mentality and 
my charming personality, not to 
mention looks that could melt an 
iceberg and muscles bigger than 
the freshmen girls’ hair, here I am, 
waiting by The Gift to approach 
the first girl to catch my eye. 
Here’s the difficult part about 
girls around here, or rather, what 
makes it even more difficult to 
find “the one” on Dordt’s campus. 
Two words: Freshman Frenzy. If 
you don’t know what I’m talking 
about it, you’re probably in de-
nial that your current relationship 
is a result of that hectic phase of 
freshman year (generally falling 
between the first and second week 
of October, right after Tri-State) 
where everyone is looking for “the 
one” that looks sufficiently attrac-
tive on DENIS to give a ring to be-
fore spring. If you do know what 
I’m talking about, then you un-
derstand that faulty attempts at the 
Freshman Frenzy result in broken 
hearts and a lack of women to pur-
sue because of the Bro Code. She 
was talking to my best friend, off 
limits. She sat on the cushion near-
est the crack on the couch in my 
neighbor’s dorm, off limits. And 
so it continues to dwindle down to 
a few, select women available on 
campus. 
So here I sit by the Gift: 
clean-shaven, open-minded (in 
everything but good, Reformed 
thought), and willing to spend a 
few bucks on a date to McDon-
ald’s before I have to start paying 
student loans: waiting for the one 
(preferably blonde, about 5’8”, 
eats corn, and can drive a tractor) 
to walk by in those Miss Me jeans 
and state volleyball sweatshirt.




Many of us have nicknames 
for various things at Dordt.  For 
example, our far-away, freeze-
to-death-walking-back-to-your-
room parking lots are nicknamed 
“Siberia” and “Italy.”  The B.J. 
Haan Auditorium is the “Beej,” 
and. . .you get the picture.  Well, 
I’m not sure if you’ve heard 
the term “the highway” used at 
Dordt before, but if you haven’t, 
you better become aware.  
What is “The Highway” you 
ask?  The highway is the side-
walk that runs the main stretch 
of campus.  It takes students all 
the way from Covenant Hall to 
the Campus Center with stops 
along the way.  I use it every day 
and find it quite obnoxious when 
I have to wait to merge into the 
crowds of people.  
There are quite a few reasons 
why I believe it’s not safe.  First 
of all, people walk on both sides 
of the highway and it’s difficult 
to judge how fast they are com-
ing and going, and, depending on 
how many people are on it, you 
might bump into them.  I have 
rubbed shoulders with quite a 
few people trying to get to and 
from places on campus.  It’s also 
hard to merge into the traffic 
when you’re coming from the 
apartments, because you have to 
wait for the crowds to subside.  
A second reason the highway 
can be dangerous, especially for 
those on foot, is because long-
boards and skateboards weave 
in and out of traffic.  It’s hard 
to know when they’re coming 
and it’s embarrassing when they 
startle you.  They think they’re 
so cool…
Basically, the lanes of this 
highway just aren’t wide enough. 
Dordt seems to have money to 
do tons of other projects that 
don’t even affect the students. 
Why not spend that money on 
things that affect the student 
population at Dordt, which is the 
biggest population on campus? 
We work hard and deserve some 
special treatment.  
Plus, when I walk to class 
with my friends, I’d like to be 
able to have a conversation with 
them and not be forced to walk 
in a single-file line.  We like to 
have fun, but we’re not going 
to start the Conga on the way to 
class!  Let’s build some commu-
nity and give us space to talk to 
each other while we walk.  
A solution I’d like to pro-
pose in order to eliminate this 
problem is that we get rid of this 
“aesthetically-pleasing” green 
space and widen the road!  




Ok, so I already have the 
obvious essentials: guns, a 
vehicle, ammo, canteens, 
and a machete. But what 
are those off-the-wall items 
that would make survival 
possible in the event of a 
full-on zombie takeover? 
Everyone might have their 
own preferences, but if you 
follow my suit, you will be 
more fit to survive.
Number one: a large pot 
and a frying pan. The pot 
will serve two purposes: 
cooking and water purifica-
tion by boiling water from 
streams. The pan will come 
in handy because you can’t 
cook eggs on a spit. Also, 
it will serve as a last resort 
weapon – even the undead 
will be knocked down after 
a devastating blow to the 
face by a pan.
Two: Footwear. Water-
tight, durable, and with 
good traction. Chances are 
you won’t be walking on 
concrete; the cities will be 
overrun with zombies and 
your only chance is to hit 
the wilderness. You will 
need a good pair of boots if 
you’re going to live off the 
grid, regardless of the time 
of year.
Three: Cigars. My rea-
soning for this is two-
fold. What better way to 
celebrate a victory over 
a swarm of biters than by 
lighting up a nice big mad-
uro? Secondly, in case you 
happen upon some other 
survivors, I bet a couple 
stogies could easily trade 
for a shovel or some bat-
Ever since I took the axe 
to my “what if” column, the 
world has been filled with 
hypothetical situations beg-
ging to be noticed and writ-
ten about worse than Mitt 
Romney on the YouTube 
videos I was trying to watch 
a couple of weeks ago. Be-
tween the presidential elec-
tion, the head coaching 
crises in the Los Angeles 
Lakers organization, and the 
re-popularizing of girly boy-
bands (I’m talking to you 
One Direction), the possi-
bilities for stellar “what ifs” 
just keep rolling in. But I 
don’t want to concentrate on 
any of those B-list prospects. 
Nope, I’ve got something of 
the utmost importance for 
my readers . . . Abraham 
Lincoln! 
That’s right, Honest Abe. 
And in honor of “Lincoln” 
coming out nation-wide to-
morrow (apparently Sioux 
Center wasn’t a big enough 
market for “Lincoln’s” lim-
ited release), I’ve decided 
to dedicate this semester’s 
one and only “what if” to 
that tall, wonderful man who 
ended slavery. 
As the story goes, Abra-
ham Lincoln was a young 
man who had a desire to 
learn, much like approxi-
mately 0.5 percent of kids 
today. However, neither he, 
nor his family, could afford 
books. One day, as luck 
would have it, a man was 
traveling west and passed 
by Lincoln’s store. He asked 
Lincoln if he would buy a 
barrel of things from him 
which he had no room for and 
Mr. Right
Columnist
contained nothing of special 
value. Being a nicer guy than 
me, Lincoln obliged the man 
and bought the barrel. Later, 
Lincoln emptied the barrel 
and found, at the bottom, 
Blackstone’s “Commentar-
ies,” a book of English law. 
Lincoln absorbed the book 
like Kim Kardashian absorbs 
athletes’ money and, as most 
people know, became a law-
yer and eventually President 
of the United States. 
But what if those com-
mentaries hadn’t been in the 
bottom of the barrel? What if 
the book Lincoln had found 
was, say, “Pride and Preju-
dice”? Was “Pride and Preju-
dice” even written back then? 
Yes it was! I know because I 
did the research. Of course, 
besides the fact that “Pride 
and Prejudice” was first pub-
lished in 1813, when Lincoln 
was 4, and that Mr. Darcy is 
a stud, the only thing I re-
ally know about “Pride and 
Prejudice” was that Keira 
Knightly looked good in it. 
So Lincoln reads this liter-
ary classic and, among other 
things, scores some major 
points with the local ladies 
for suffering (I mean en-
joying) Jane Austen’s inner 
musings. Lincoln, being the 
smart guy that he was, takes 
the information in the book 
to heart and applies it to his 
life, becoming quite the la-
dies’ man. Eventually, Lin-
coln buys a top hat, a cane, 
and a wicked awesome cape 
and becomes the most aris-
tocratic, gentlemanly, and 
suave man east of the Mis-
sissippi; all the woman want 
him, and all the men want to 
be him. So Lincoln decides 
to take his popularity and, 
being the good guy that he is, 
do something good with it. 
He runs for governor, wins, 
and eventually runs for Pres-
ident, where he wins that too. 
He then uses his power to do 
good and free the slaves. 
Yes, that’s right! Abraham 
Lincoln was so awesome that 
even with a completely dif-
ferent past he would have 
STILL become President 
and freed the slaves. Only, 
because Lincoln would have 
been so suave and debonair, 
he would have definitely 
won over even those who 
opposed him and thus, nev-
er been shot. With the rest 
of his presidency, Lincoln 
would have put his brain and 
mad social skills to good use 
and figured out how to end 
war forever.  Thanks a lot 
John Wilkes Booth . . . jerk. 
What If...Honest Abe
teries.
Four: Mason jars and 
lids. Say you find a patch 
of strawberries or some 
tomatoes growing during 
your trek. Eat what you 
want at the time, but it will 
be difficult taking all the 
fruit with you, and even if 
you do, chances are it will 
spoil before you can eat all 
of it. Preserving high-acid-
ic foods such as berries and 
tomatoes is simple; all you 
need is a large pot of boil-
ing water and a few jars.
Five: Yeast packets. As-
suming that flour will be 
easy to find in any aban-
doned house or convenient 
store (I’m guessing it will 
be looked over by most 
people), yeast is the most 
essential item for bread. 
Also, if you are an ama-
teur brewer like myself, 
you can make yourself a 
pretty good “Apocalypse 
Ale,” given that you have 
secured a location to reside 
in semi-permanently.
Six: Gas cans. Most 
farms and industrial sites 
have their own gasoline 
tanks, so it will be some-
what possible to access 
gas. You’ll need it to fuel 
your vehicle and genera-
tor if you have one. Also, 
if you find yourself being 
chased by a pack of brain 
eaters, you can lead them 
into a barn, lock them in, 
then burn that bad-daddy to 
the ground.
Seven: An equipped 
toolbox. Socket set, pliers, 
crescent wrench, combina-
tion screwdriver. This will 
be enough to keep most 
mechanical issues at bay. 
Also, be sure to have some 
“handyman” tools as well: 
hammer, nails, and a saw.
Finally: Duct tape. Now 
I’ve seen duct tape do some 
amazing things. It can re-
pair a backpack strap, patch 
up a coolant hose; I’ve 
even seen it used to seal up 
a hydraulic line on a trac-
tor. If you have enough 
duct tape, you can use it 
to make an impromptu tent 
or a parka. Duct tape, my 
friends, could be the differ-
ence between staying alive 
and becoming zombie food.
There they are, my top 
eight non-obvious essen-
tials for the zombie apoc-
alypse. Take my advice, 
friends.





A few brave students at Dordt 
College stepped up this past week 
and committed to running a 48-
hour cross country challenge. 
This challenge, the brainchild 
of Dordt College’s coach, Dan 
Fleetman, meant that all partici-
pants would have to run non-stop 
for 48 hours.
“I thought it would be fun,” 
said Fleetman. “Students here at 
Dordt need a challenge, and I’m 
sure everyone will love this idea.”
Five boys and two girls decid-
ed to take part in this challenge. 
They met in their sweat suits 
48-Hour Cross Country Challenge: Run for your life
With the recent despi-
cable season posted by the 
Charlotte Bobcats, a 7-59 
overall record and a win 
percentage of .106, team 
owner Michael Jordan has 
decided that “this franchise 
sucks,” and that he’s re-
placing it with another. In 
an NBA lottery draft type 
selection, the Dordt Col-
lege basketball team led 
by head coach Doss Rouma 
has been selected to replace 
the attempt of a team, caus-
ing people to scratch their 
heads more than when New 
Orleans received the first 
pick last year. 
“I feel like we’re ready 
to take on this competition. 
We’ve been very successful 
in the level we’ve played in 
and I believe it will transi-
tion well into the NBA,” 
said Rouma. “It brings a 
new aspect of sports to 
small town Iowa, not to 
mention a lot of money. 
Plus working for the great-
est basketball player of all 
time will be pretty sweet.” 
Anticipation is high. The 
team will begin its first of-
ficial season next year in 
the 2013-14 season. ESPN 
analysts can’t wait to see 
what these players will 
do, and many of them are 
expected to do well. Skip 
Bayless seems to think 
very highly of small for-
ward Wrevor Toltersdorf. 
Bayless was quoted on 
ESPN’s First Take as say-
ing, “Move aside LeBron; 
you’re terrible anyway. 
New guy Toltersdorf is 
now the front runner for 
MVP. He probably should 
have gotten your last three 
as well.” 
Toltersdorf isn’t the only 
soon-to-be rookie with an-
ticipation. Shooting guard 
Cheddar “Ginger Magic” 
Bob has now become the 
front runner to win the 
NBA 3-point shoot-out dur-
ing the All-Star weekend, 
and power forward Lyle 
Kindburg to participate in 
the dunk contest. 
“This is something we’ve 
all been dreaming of,” said 
point guard Rojo Perro. “If 
we show up to play we can 
be good. And I mean that 
in a literal sense; Halo 4 
just came out and we’ve 
not seen much of Jordan 
lately.” 
“He’s just jealous he’s 
not best friends with Mas-
ter Chief,” responded the 
Spartan fighter. 
The jump will officially 
be made after this year’s 
season. This allows the 
players to get one more 
year of collegiate ball in 
before making the jump to 
professional basketball. 6th 
man Sieves is just happy 
for his student loans to be 
paid off quickly. 
Dordt basketball takes over Charlotte
Jiminy Powers
Staff Writer 
Name: Dordt College 
Clock Tower
Age: 1 ½ years old
Major: Time Management 
Sport(s) Involved: Com-
petitive Time Keeping.
How did you first become 
involved in sports? The 
sport I’m in was just always 
a part of my life. I figured I 
might as well try to test my 
skills against other clock 
towers. 
What makes you more 
intimidating than your 
competitors? I feel my 15 
minute, very long, very an-
noying bells give my op-
ponents a headache and 
distracts them from doing 
what they’re trying to do.
Who’s been your biggest 
supporter? Other than the 
beams I’ve been built upon, 
it would have to be my dear 
love Sundial and our son, 
Little Pillar, who have al-
ways been by my side. 
Why did you come to 
Dordt? Someone made a 
donation to bring me here. 
I don’t think they knew it 
was going to end up being 
an athletic scholarship. I 
plan on making this dona-
tion for an athlete work 
out; the last athlete didn’t 
exactly do that. 
What makes you stand 
out on campus? The fact 
that I’m over 10 times tall-
er than the average person 
would be a good place to 
start. 
What’s your favorite 
thing to do in your free 
time? I love looking for 
new music to play at the 
top of the hour. Checking 
out the cute girls walk-
ing by is always good too. 
(Don’t tell Sundial.) 
If you could trade spots 
with anyone in history? 
I’d want to be the clock 
closest to the Liberty Bell 
back in the 18th century. 
That bell was fine back in 
the day. 
Best movie of all time? 
Any of the Back to the Fu-
ture movies. I thought I 
was good with time… 
What is the first thing you 
would change at Dordt? 
I’d give me a few friends. 
Selfish, I know. But all 
other clocks get to be in-
side. On a related note, I’d 
give myself a huge coat. 
It’s about to get really cold. 
What was your favor-
ite thing to do over the 
summer? The kids during 
Dordt Discovery days were 
pretty fun. If that doesn’t 
count, then I’d say watch-
ing all the freshman get 
lost on campus at the be-
ginning of the school year. 
One celebrity date; who 
do you chose?  The hour-
glass Hermione used in the 
Prisoner of Azkaban. 
Jiminy Powers
Staff Writer
bright and early Monday morning 
and planned to run until Wednes-
day morning.
“It was so well planned out,” 
said one of the participants. “We’d 
run all over Dordt’s campus and 
the rest of Sioux Center. At meal-
times, people would come and 
find us to feed us. They’d have to 
run next to us while spooning the 
food in our mouths, but it worked 
really well. And at night, we’d 
slow it down to a jog and run 
around with our eyes closed like 
we were sleeping.”
The challenge went well for 
the first 24 hours. The participants 
kept up a good pace the whole 
time, only slowing down to jog 
at night. But then things started to 
go downhill, and not just because 
Iowa is a hilly place to run.
“It all started at night when we 
began to get tired,” said one of the 
participants. “We closed our eyes 
and ran around in a slow jog, and 
people started running into things. 
My best friend ran into a tree and 
another girl ran into a parked car.” 
Students, unable to see where 
they were going, started running 
out into the streets in front of traf-
fic.
“No one got hurt too bad this 
way, thankfully,” said another 
participant. But once the second 
day rolled around, things got 
worse.
“We promised each other we’d 
run race-pace again once it was 
morning,” said one boy. “So we 
opened our eyes and started run-
ning faster, but it was hard.” And 
after running for a little over 24 
hours, the energy levels of many 
students had gone down.
“One of the freshmen was the 
first to fall,” said coach Fleetman. 
“I saw her from my office win-
dow. She just fell like a chopped 
tree. I thought she had fainted, but 
then I rushed out to see if she was 
okay, and I found that she was 
dead.”
Dordt College suffered two 
losses that second day of running. 
The freshman girl was the first 
to go and, nearly an hour later, a 
senior boy fell down and died as 
well.
“I feel kind of bad,” said Fleet-
man “But at least the rest of the 
students survived. I mean, two 
casualties out of seven isn’t that 
bad.”
A combined funeral service for 
these two courageous souls will 
be held later this week at a time 
and place that is to be announced 
at a later date.
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With the introduction of the 
new  Science Fiction class at 
Dordt College, many profes-
sors have begun to consider 
Video Games as the new me-
dium for education on campus. 
But like the knight logo con-
troversy, some faculty believe 
video games should be left in 
private, not injected into cur-
riculum. 
“I believe Video Games are 
the future,” said Professor Vis-
VanVissViss. “Let’s face it. It’s 
2012. The world is ending in 
less than two months. Students 
won’t learn vital post-apoca-
lyptic survival skills in Poetry 
class. They won’t learn how to 
scavenge for ammo in Gram-
mar (but they have learned to 
scavenge at the commons), 
and they certainly won’t learn 
how to fight depraved Raid-
ers in Family Communica-
tion. But Fallout 3 will teach 
them everything they need to 
know.”
Some professors do not 
agree with Professor VisVan-
VissViss’ position. Several 
professors believe that Video 
Games are for little kids and 
grown men should not be rely-
ing on them as training tools. 
“I’ve seen the kinds of 
games these kids play,” said 
an anonymous source (but 
rhymes with Yobert Maylor). 
“I just don’t think they are con-
ducive to a college curriculum. 
After all they…hang on….I’m 
about to beat my Gallaga high 
score.”
When asked why he was 
playing Gallaga on company 
time, Yobert Maylor said, “I’m 
preparing for the alien inva-
sion. What am I? Some kind 
of nut?”
Many students are excited 
about the prospect of playing 
Video Games for homework. 
“I’m excited about playing 
Video Games for homework,” 
said Senior Corey. “I’m usual-
ly playing games in my sociol-
ogy class, so it’s nice to know 
I don’t have to hide my habit 
anymore. After all, it’s just so-
ciology.”
Starting next fall, Xbox 
360’s will be issued to each 
room so students can learn 
how to shoot, hunt, gather, 
fight, and do many other things 
that people think video games 
teach gamers, but in fact don’t 
teach any real life skills at all. 
Dordt uses video games 
as new tool for education
Just one shade of gray
Have you noticed a lot of 
gray around campus lately?
The sweatshirt and sweat-
pants that have been featured 
as the blockbuster sale items 
in the bookstore for the past 
two semesters are the exact 
same shade of gray.  Is it a 
coincidence?  Some students 
think not.
“It seems like the bookstore 
is carrying a lot of gray now…
it’s like they want all of us to 
look the same or something,” 
said Tyler Franks, a freshman 
communications major.
Some would argue that this 
desire for students to appear 
physically the same is actu-
ally part of a deeper plot to 
mold students into an encom-
passing, psychological model 
based on Reformed values 
and tradition.
Core 100 is supposed to 
be the first step on this path 
to shaping our minds and 
thoughts.  All incoming stu-
dents are required to take this 
class where the Reformed 
ideology is explained and sys-
tematically institutionalized.  
“Before I came to Dordt, I 
didn’t know anything about 
Kuyper and Calvin and all 
those other dead guys,” soph-
omore student Kaylie Philipps 
said.  “Now I could tell you 
all about TULIP and predesti-
nation and all that because of 
my Core 100 professor.”
As part of the next step of 
Dordt’s alleged campaign to 
turn us into clones of each 
other, a new mascot was re-
cently unveiled.  This gray-
clad warrior is designed to 
rally us under one unifying 
character.
Dordt’s location also lends 
itself as fuel to these rumors. 
As isolated as it is, with very 
little influence from the out-
side world, it can be easy to 
become shaped by the ideas 
we are surrounded by every 
day.
Of course, these rumors are 
vehemently denied by Dordt 
staff and faculty. 
Carl Zylstra, Dordt’s for-
mer president, has said, “Our 
new logo is meant to unify 
students, but it has no under-
lying meaning.  He’s meant to 
represent the ideals of knight-
hood, which happen to be 
based on the ideals of Chris-
tendom.”
Although students have 
yet to be convinced, it would 
seem that there is no ulterior 
motive among school officials 
in the choice of color for the 
sale items in the bookstore.
Kitty Hansel
Staff Writer
Gift to be replaced with giant statue of campus cat
Spicy Pepper
Staff Writer
Because of the Gift’s re-
cent promotion to provost at 
Dordt College, a six-hour long 
deliberation took place to de-
termine which symbol best 
representing Dordt’s artistic 
achievements would replace 
the beloved Gift.  
After several heated de-
bates, punches thrown, and 
fired faculty members, Robert 
Taylor independently deter-
mined that he would appoint 
Jake Van Wyk as sculptor-in-
residence to construct a nine-
foot sculpture of the campus 
cat.  “No one could agree, so 
I solved the important dilem-
ma,” Taylor said.  “Everyone 
seems to feel an equal amount 
of love and fear for the campus 
cat, and that same feeling will 
be a wonderful welcome to 
our campus’ largest academic 
building.”
Van Wyk was not surprised 
to be the chosen sculptor. 
“People like my work,” Van 
Wyk commented. “Why would 
they not choose me?”  Van 
Wyk has approximately four 
months to finish the sculpture, 
although if its development is 
anything like that of the Dordt 
Clocktower, its completion 
may be several months later 
than anticipated.
Student opinions on the 
new statue vary from anger to 
confusion to excitement.
“This is another one of 
those unfair Dordt decisions,” 
Art Van De Vart said.  “Next 
thing you know, Dordt’s go-
ing to be introducing another 
dumb symbol unannounced 
with a cat and a sword shaped 
like a cross. That will probably 
be the new ‘Academics’ sym-
bol or something.”
“What does the cat have to 
do with Calvinism? Did Abra-
ham Kuyper like cats?” Mary 
Van Haan questioned.
“Oh my goodness, oh my 
goodness!” exclaimed Sarah 
Niemandsvriend, “I love cats! 
I cannot wait to walk past a cat 
everyday on the way to class!” 
Regardless of student and 
faculty opinion on the new 
Dordt icon, Taylor has assured 
Zircon staff that the campus 
can expect to see the new stat-
ue appear on campus some-
time after Spring Break. 
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 ½ PRICE Tanning with Dordt I.D. 
Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-5 • Saturday 8-1 
Appointments can be booked online at www.renaessalonspa.com 
 
 
We also offer cuts, colors, perms, acrylic and gel manicures, pedicures, shellac facials, 
     microdermabrasion, glycolic peels, massages, waxing, ear piercing and more! 
South end of the Centre Mall • Sioux Center• (712) 722-0008 
The Zircon takes the water 
project very seriously, so we 
decided to conserve water 
on our own! This giant blue 
space is the water we’re 
saving. You’re welcome, 
Water Project. 
